ON   FEELING   INFERIOR
And the good ? They are the wise. The wise man is like
the good girl. He eats his food as best he may, wears his
clothes as they come, forgets his hands, admits that there are
many things he cannot do, and believes that if his friends like
him they will pardon his transgressions. He feels, not so
much inferior, as fortunate, and not so much fortunate,
as happy. His rewards are immeasurable. The good girl, as
one would expect, is even better than the wise man, because
she is more clever. She contrives to do right upon every
occasion, and by her freedom from affectation and spleen to
make happy even those who suffer from the inferiority
complex. She has fathomed the whole truth, that the sense of
inferiority Is just self-consciousness gone rancid. The school-
boy hates his new suit, and the debutante walks gingerly.
Always the stranger is ill-at-ease. But in reality the boy knows
and thinks more of his creaking collar and his board-like new
suit than anybody else; the eyes of all are less upon the
debutante than her beating heart leads her to suppose; and
the stranger has not to encounter such venom or uncharitable-
ness as he takes for granted. How do we feel ourselves when
another person is uncomfortable? Do we not do our best to
help cover the trouble ? We may do it, indeed, very poorly;
but our impulse is there. Other people are very like ourselves.
They are shy and well meaning. They wish to be liked in
spite of their failings. They want to please and to be pleased.
And if they are natural, our hearts are very friendly towards
them, in spite of all we have heard of their virtues or their
faults. In the same way the stranger I have supposed above
(he may be the kindest of men at heart, although his manners
are brusque and his appearance grotesque) should rely upon
the good-nature of others. There is really no time in this
life to do anything else. Instead, too often, he scents patronage
or the piercing scrutiny of the cruel, miraculously informed
(which they never are) of his lack of breeding, his quarrel-
someness, his moral delinquencies, and his shady doings in
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